
For eleven years the Conserva�ves have run 
Cambridgeshire County Council as if it were an arm 
of central Government. The Liberal Democrats stand 
ready, if elected to power in 2009, to lead the County 
Council in a new way. We will respond to local needs, 
and will speak up for local communi�es. The key points 
of our ac�on plan are set out below.
  

ENSURING VALUE FOR MONEY

  1. Keeping Council Tax down. 
Keep Council Tax rises as small as possible, funding 
new ini�a�ves by re-direc�on of resources.
We believe in ac�vely pursuing real value for money, 
both to keep Council Tax at as reasonable a level as 
possible as well as to provide the quality services 
residents expect. 

MAKING ROADS SAFER

 2. Speed limits. 
Change policy to make it 
easier, where Parish and 
Town Councils wish, to 
reduce speed limits from 
40mph to 30mph, and 
to introduce new speed 
limits including 20mph 
zones. Improve speed 
limit enforcement. 

 3. Local money for streets and pavements. 
Addi�onal local highways improvement fund, with 
spending decisions taken locally, for example by 
Town and Parish Councils. Projects to be managed 
by the County Council, and to be subject to 
technical approval by the County Council. 

 4. Accident reduc�on schemes. 
Implement some proposed but currently unfunded 
accident reduc�on schemes, including new traffic 
lights at dangerous junc�ons and traffic calming 
schemes.

 5. Lorry Restric�ons. 
Prepare Lorry Management Plan; introduce and 
enforce weight restric�ons to reduce lorry nuisance 
in villages.

IMPROVING LOCAL TRANSPORT

 6. Be�er bus 
services. Develop 
a bold plan for the 
improvement of bus 
services throughout 
the County, and for 
their integra�on with 
rail and with Park & 
Ride. Improve bus infra-structure, including bus 
stops, electronic �cke�ng and bus informa�on 
systems.

 7. Cycling improvements. 
Support cycling improvements throughout the 
County, using the approaches outlined in the 
Cambridge Cycling Campaign’s 2020 Vision 
document. 

BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES

 8. Local money for youth services. 
Increase spending on youth services and facili�es,  
with spending decisions taken locally, for example 
by Town and Parish Councils.

 9. Police presence. 
Fund addi�onal police presence across the county,  
assigned to the largest towns and villages.

 10. Support for voluntary organisa�ons. 
Increase funding for voluntary organisa�ons. 
Poten�al recipient organisa�ons include Age 
Concern Cambridgeshire, Ci�zens Advice Bureaux, 
and Disability Cambridge.
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LOCAL DECISIONS ARE BEST
 
Liberal Democrats believe that decisions 
should be made at the lowest prac�cal level; 
closest to those most directly affected by 
them. Central government should delegate 
more to county councils; these in turn should 
delegate to town and parish councils. This 
delega�on should not be hollow; it should 
include the funding needed to back up 
the decisions that are made and be fully 
supported by County Council advice and 
exper�se.

Firstly, and within the next budget round we 
will differen�ate between spending that must 
be managed county wide and that which 
may be delegated to local councils. We will 
then establish a mechanism to enable money 
associated with the la�er to be passed on 
to these councils. This will be in place for 
financial year 2010/11.

Secondly, we will explicitly give local councils 
the right to decide how they wish to work 
together. Current plans to implement a 
‘neighbourhood panels’ template across 
the county are misguided. With the help of 
CPALC (Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Associa�on of Local Councils), we will 
encourage local councils to work together 

MORE OPEN GOVERNMENT 

A Liberal Democrat County Council will make 
the Council, its officers and members and its 
process more visibly democra�c and more 
accountable to the residents of Cambridgeshire. 
We will make its dealings transparent, we will 
increase opportuni�es for residents to influence 
its ac�vi�es and we will ensure that it responds 
promptly and fairly to inputs received.

Firstly, and with regard to the inner workings 
of the Council, we will abolish immediately the 
current system of Policy Development Groups whereby councillors of all par�es meet 
in private to debate the Council’s policies. Such debate should be open and public 
and subject to appropriate scru�ny. We will replace these groups by some form of 
pre-decision scru�ny a�er appropriate consulta�on and within 3 months of taking 
control.

Secondly, we will overhaul the Council’s approach to pe��ons. Too o�en they are 
simply ‘noted’. This is an insult to the people who have raised the pe��on and is a 
poor return on the work which they have put in. We will develop a protocol which 
guides pe��oners in their work and we will insist that all pe��ons are followed up 
and that appropriate responses given and ac�ons undertaken. We will develop this 
protocol and implement it within 3 months.

Thirdly, we will fully implement the Government’s ‘community call for ac�on’ 
mechanism whereby any community may bring an issue to scru�ny. This mechanism 
exists today but it has not been publicised. We will implement this immediately.

BETTER COMMUNITIES

The present Conserva�ve 
Administra�on sees most issues as 
only being its problem if they have a 
statutory responsibility
The Liberal Democrats have 
proposed for instance to take 
specific steps to build and sustain 
strong Communi�es. These include 
establishing a figh�ng fund of 
£500,000 to help threatened sub 
post offices across the County. These 
offices are in a number of cases the 
only shops le� in some loca�ons. 
The post office closure also means 
the closure of the associated shop, 
hi�ng par�cularly hard the elderly 
and those with no transport.
The fund would be a life-line 
alongside other funding to enable 
post offices to develop other 
business opportuni�es and diversify 
their business.

in ways which best reflect their needs. We 
will ini�ate this immediately with a view to it 
being fully rolled out in �me for the 2010/11 
budget round.

Thirdly, we will work toward a culture 
within the County Council which recognises 
that what local people request through 
their local Parish and Town councils for 
their communi�es is fair and legi�mate. 
and should be listened to posi�vely. The 
presump�on should be that local people 
know best and wherever prac�cal the County 
Council should follow their wishes.
 
Fourthly, to enable the above to work 
effec�vely, we will work alongside East 
Cambridgeshire, Fenland, Hun�ngdonshire, 
South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City 
Councils to raise the standards of local 
councils and to fully respect their democra�c 
mandates.

We see a strong Voluntary sector as 
crucial to the wider well-being of so 
many. We would seek to increase 
funding of voluntary organisa�ons 
many of whom have suffered harsh 
cuts in the last decade but been 
asked to do even more. More 
inves�ga�on is needed to look 
at be�er ways of pump-priming 
organisa�ons to get off the ground 
and find ways to work be�er with 
statutory bodies.

Concerns con�nue to be expressed 
both in rural villages but even in 
larger towns that the visibility of the 
police to detect and prevent crime, 
especially an�-social behaviour, 
is sparse. We would create a fund 
to provide an addi�onal 30 police 
officers: a prac�cal step to give re-
assurance on one hand and also to 
prevent more low-level crime on the 
other.

Lib Dem leader, David Jenkins: “We will over-
haul the Council’s approach to petitions.”
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HANLEY GRANGE:  Tim Stone
Duxford County Councillor Tim Stone saw it as 

an important part of 
his role to help and 
support community 
groups and Parish 
Councillors in the 
campaign to stop 
this so-called ‘Eco 
Town’.
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Mill Road: ideas for a community action plan
Lots of groups and individuals are already working hard to make Mill 
Road a stronger community and a better place. 

The Mill Road Community Plan can only work if it complements the 
work that others are doing, and helps to bring people together to 
achieve the best for the Mill Road area.

For more on our ideas, or to make your own suggestions, visit www.millroadfuture.net

Speed Limits
Reduce speed limit from��
30mph to 20mph 

Neighbourhood Speedwatch ��
scheme operated by volunteers, 
backed by police enforcement.

Traffic Calming
Design road junctions to slow traffic and 

��
be safer and more spacious for pedestrians 

and cyclists

Traffic lights at Devonshire Road and/or 
��

Tenison Road junctions

Delivery vehicles
Work with businesses to reduce 
obstruction by delivery vehicles 
and conflict with pedestrians 
and cyclists.

Improve conditions 
for pedestrians

Press for pavement repairs��

Create new pedestrian crossing ��
points

Cyclists matter
Resurface kerbside road where it is broken or ��
slippery

Press government for the right to erect No Entry ��
signs in contra-flow cycle lanes

Secure funds from cycling budgets held by ��
County and City councils.

Lobby for a separate cycle bridge��

More cycle parking��

Make it easier to open 

new enterprises
Affordable premises might be achieved 

��
through  a Community Trust which 

buys unused properties and offers them 

as retail/business space or for new artists 

workshops/ community space

Press economic development agencies to 
��

invest in Mill Road’s future

Support Mill Road’s 
businesses

Ensure Mill Road is well-represented as ��
members of the Love Cambridge Partnership

Develop opportunities for businesses to ��
share information and ideas, and offer joint 
promotions

Signpost available parking better��

Promote Mill Road
across the city

Mill Road marked on city maps and ��
signs
Create a promotional brochure to be ��
given out at Park & Ride sites, Tourist 
Information, estate agents offices etc

Improve the
street scene

Improve street lighting in Romsey��

Improve the pavement layout��

Look for opportunities to plant trees��

Improve litter bins��

Continue to improve enforcement by ��
police, rangers and trading standards

Illustration by
Tom Morgan-Jones 
www.inkymess.com

Learning from others
Investigate what other European 

��
countries do to make busy shopping 

streets more attractive for people to use

Work with the US and Canadian cities 
��

which have pioneered innovative ways 

of giving pedestrians priority over cars

Create an Independent 
Business Zone

Make Mill Road the UK’s first ��
Independent Business Zone to enhance 
and protect the street’s special character.

David Howarth MP to press for changes ��
in planning legislation to support IBZ.

MILL ROAD, CAMBRIDGE: LIB DEM LOCAL ACTION
Liberal Democrat Country Councillors 
Nichola Harrison (Petersfield) and Kilian 
Bourke (Romsey) are working with residents 
towards a community plan for Mill Road. This 
ini�a�ve by the Liberal Democrats is aimed 
at crea�ng a deliverable plan to protect what 
is most valued about Mill Road and to make 
improvements where these are needed.

The plan has been created from the ideas, 
comments and sugges�ons that have 
been received from local residents, 
community groups, businesses and 
other organisa�ons over the last few 
months. 
A leaflet was delivered to every 
resident of the two wards asking 
them for comments and sugges�ons 
and invi�ng them a public mee�ng, 
which was a�ended by more than 150 
people.

Nichola & Kilian on Mill Road

Chatteris Town Councillors Christine 
Colbert, Chris Howes & County Lib 
Dem Leader David Jenkins joined local 
campaigners asking for a safer road 
crossing.



RESOURCES – VALUE FOR MONEY 

Making the most of your money
Planning well and spending wisely

‘Providing the best possible services to the 
public at the lowest possible cost to the 
taxpayer’ -  that’s our pledge if we are elected 
to run the County Council. It’s not rocket science 
but it hasn’t been happening for the last 10 
years under the Conserva�ves.
 
Again and again it’s been the Liberal Democrats 
who come up with the good ideas showing the 
Conserva�ve-run Council how to plan well and 
spend wisely. This is especially important in the 
current severe economic downturn so that for 
2009/10 we have promised a lower Council Tax 
rise than the Conserva�ves taking £1million off 
the bill. 

Under the Conserva�ves the Council lurches 
into the red every year leading to emergency 
cuts in services that people value most. For 
example: the Conserva�ves have mismanaged 
the £30million a year highway maintenance 
contract allowing the contractors to impose 
an outrageous 15% infla�on increase this year 
so that important basic services like mending 
potholes and street lights and pain�ng yellow 
lines have to be cut yet again. 

Major projects like the Milton Road school and 
the Guided Bus have gone way over budget 
despite warnings from the Lib Dems. 

To make things worse enormous sums are 
devoted to Public Rela�ons and mountains of 
glossy documents and the Conserva�ves give 
every impression of being the only people to 
believe their own spin.

Under the Liberal Democrats the Council would 
be run with much clearer poli�cal direc�on and 
much firmer control. This will make it possible 
for the Council’s staff to do their jobs be�er 
– using their professional skills to get best value 
from every penny of your precious money.

MANAGING GROWTH 

What’s happening to Cambridgeshire? Managing growth and change

Cambridgeshire’s popula�on and economy has grown hugely over the last 30 
years and some growth is likely to con�nue into the long term.

Change can be very worrying for the people most affected, but we believe that 
it can also bring many posi�ve opportuni�es such a wider choice of jobs, more 
affordable housing, be�er transport systems and more facili�es for recrea�on 
and community life.  To make sure these benefits are achieved our focus has 
been on making sure that the environment is protected and enhanced, on 
maximising financial contribu�ons from developers and from government, and 
on improving design quality. 

But we also believe there must be limits to growth – we will not bow to 
government pressure for ever higher housing targets.  
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OVERBUDGET?

The Guided Bus

MISMANAGED

Pavements at Cottenham
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AN ALTERNATIVE BUDGET

Pavements in St Neots

In these hard �mes, the Council can and must make its 
resources work harder.

The Conserva�ves are not giving you value for money. 
Our budget plans (which have been verified by the 
Council’s chief finance experts) show that Council Tax 
could be lower, and public services could be much bet-
ter than they are now. 

This year, Council taxpayers are funding a 27% increase 
in Reserves – that’s millions of your money hoarded away in the Council’s coffers. With so many 
ordinary people facing severe financial difficul�es because of the recession, this is plain wrong.

Our plan would reduce Reserves to a responsible and fair level, and tackle the inefficient running 
of the Council, giving you a lower Council tax and be�er services. 

For 2009/10, our plan would a Council tax rise of only 2.45%, compared to the Conserva�ves’ 
infla�on bus�ng 3.9%.

And over the next two years we would spend £10.5 million extra on high priori�es such as:

 A radical new policy to get 20 more police officers into local communi�es to beat an�-social 
behaviour and neighbourhood crime;
 Mee�ng local demands for lower speed limits and be�er enforcement against speeding
 A major £7 million programme to transform our neglected roads, pavements and paths.
 
Other funded policy changes:
Provide youth ac�vity evenings in 100 local communi�es: 2 trained youth workers working in local 
community centres one night every week.  
Funding to help local community groups and chari�es to achieve the best they can for their com-
muni�es
Prac�cal projects in schools that reduce energy consump�on and teach children how to care for 
the environment
Reinsta�ng the Conserva�ve’s cuts in support for village bus services 
Employ a railway development specialist to secure a be�er future for rail in the county.

MISMANAGED

Gritting across the county

NO BUDGET



FENLAND

CITY

F

F

We would work with other authori� es to 
ensure greater use of Fen waterways for 
leisure F

F

Cha� eris Councillor Chris Howes & County 
Leader David Jenkins, recently visited the 
Bramley Line. ‘We are convinced that the 
Bramley Line has a cri� cal role to play in 
improving the Fenland economy.’  

‘It never stops. Speeding 
through Fen villages is the 
most frequent complaint 
by far. We would give Town 
and Parish Councils more 
powers to reduce speed 
limits,’ says Gavin Booth.
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE
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Susan van de Ven has 
been campaigning to keep 
Meldreth � cket offi  ce open. 
‘It’s a disgrace that the 
County Council has no Rail 
Offi  cer’ comments Susan.

S

S

Fiona Whelan is 
working to get speed 
signs in villages  - like 
Grantchester. ‘Even 
though the Parish 
Council will pay, 
the County has s� ll 
stopped it!’
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Wherever you live in Cambridgeshire there’s room for improvement. 
Issues of concern to residents are being taken up by Liberal 
Democrat councillors and campaigners. 
A Lib Dem run County Council would take up these problems and 
many more.

It just takes too long to get things done. 
Hun� ngdon is s� ll awai� ng the new 
lights at a dangerous junc� on that have 
been promised for far too long...

Ramsey Forty Foot is a notorious 
accident black spot with numerous 
deaths in recent years. ‘Ac� on?’ asks 
Ray Powell, ‘Yes, but always too li� le, 
too late.’

S

Lib Dem leader, David Jenkins 
worked with local residents to save 
the Histon Railway Sta� on.

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE

S

Ely North and East County Councillor 
Nigel Bell (right) has been a strong 
campaigner for the Environment, both 
locally and on the County Council.
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“The failure of the Tories to 
produce a County Lorry Plan is 
having dire consequences for 
local communi� es like Eaton 
Socon,” says Mar� n Land



EDUCATION – QUALITY 
LOCAL SCHOOLS

The framework for policy in educa�on comes 
from central government. Cambridgeshire 
Liberal Democrats support the principles 
of Every Child Ma�ers (the child’s right 
to be healthy, safe, enjoy and achieve, 
make a posi�ve contribu�on and achieve 
economic well-being). They also support 
the government’s aspira�ons for raising 
educa�onal standards, reducing the gap 
between the highest and lowest a�ainers 
and encouraging greater par�cipa�on 
in educa�on and training post-16. Just 
as important, Cambridgeshire Liberal 
Democrats recognise the cri�cal influence of 
the Early Years phase and wish to see high 
quality provision provided equitably across 
the county.

As the �ghtly-defined curriculum and the 
restric�ve tes�ng regime are gradually 
relaxed, schools should make good use of 
greater flexibility so as to match teaching 
more appropriately to the needs of their 
own pupils. All schools should offer a broad 
and balanced curriculum and the adop�on 
of ‘specialist status’ should not hinder the 
pursuit of quality and breadth.
In rela�on to the specific role played by 
the County Council, Cambridgeshire Liberal 
Democrats believe that:

 as far as is prac�cally possible, schools 
should be given the maximum freedom to 
develop their own ethos, manage their own 
finances and make their own decisions
 schools should be locally accountable – to 
pupils, parents and the wider community 
– making sure that all groups have a strong 
voice within the school, in the governing 
body and thus to local government.
 the Local Authority should provide 
arms-length support, being a cri�cal and 
construc�ve friend while fulfilling their 
statutory  and financial responsibili�es
 schools should be encouraged to see 
themselves as part of a collabora�ve network 
of establishments, working together to 
share good prac�ce, raising standards in all 
schools, rather than in being compe��ve 
 although some schools may want 
to exercise their right to have Trust or 
Founda�on status, they should all be 
encouraged them to maintain produc�ve 

SUPPORTING ADULTS THROUGH SOCIAL SERVICES  

Over the coming years the propor�on of the popula�on in the older age bracket will 
increase. This will put more pressure on the Adult Social Services team and will require a 
more crea�ve approach to providing care.

Lib Dems believe that the Na�onal Health Service and the County Social Services team 
should work more closely so that cost-effec�ve and appropriate provision is made.
Preven�on is be�er than cure – more should be invested in helping older people to live 
safely at home. Equipment and improved fi�ngs should be provided more quickly so that 
accidents can be avoided. This would help to reduce emergency hospital admissions and 
expensive acute care.
We welcome the idea of Self Directed budgets – where people have more direct financial 
control over the care they receive – but we believe that it has to be carefully monitored 
so that people are not worse off than they were under the previous system. Support and 
guidance will be essen�al if this is to succeed.
Carers, both of older people and of the disabled, do a wonderful job. They should be valued 
and supported and there should be greater investment in respite care to give them the 
breaks they deserve.
The Lib Dems would extend the support given to voluntary groups who support the frail and 
elderly, the disabled and those with mental health difficul�es. We value the work given so 
unselfishly by volunteers and we believe the Council should contribute more generously to 
support the administra�on of these organisa�ons.
The Lib Dems would encourage more people to bring their concerns to the Health and Social 
Care Scru�ny Commi�ee so that grievances can be inves�gated and resolved.

partnerships with neighbouring schools 
for the good of all pupils, including those 
difficult to manage
 that ‘quality and equity’ are more 
important than the government’s mantra 
of ‘diversity and choice’, enabling parents 
to have confidence in the schools nearest 
to their homes and thereby reducing 
unnecessary travel
 all schools should work with the 
local community, making facili�es 
available wherever possible and thereby 
con�nuing the vision of Henry Morris and 
the Community School/Village College 
movement
 new schools should meet the diverse 
needs of their catchment area and new 
faith schools should  be created only where 
there is a clearly ar�culated demand and 
that admission procedures should not 
discriminate on the grounds of an applicant’s 
religion
 investment in high quality educa�on and 
childcare for the first years of life, involving 
parents as educators and learners, is the key 
to long-term educa�onal achievement
 as opportuni�es arise, separate infant and 
junior schools should be replaced by primary 
schools

Cambridgeshire Lib Dems will demand high 
standards of administra�on by LA officers 
and, while suppor�ng and challenging 
employees at all levels in the service, hold 
the Execu�ve Members to account for the 
performance of County Council employees.
Cambridgeshire Lib Dems, while arguing the 
case for the main principles outlined above, 
will consult with pupils, their families and 
the wider community as issues arise and will 
not seek to exploit educa�onal issues for 
poli�cal purposes if there is any risk of that 
endangering the educa�on of young people.
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SUPPORTING CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE

The best start in life

Future life chances depend on what happens at the 
very beginning. Our priority is to ensure that every 
child gets the very best start and we are commi�ed 
to suppor�ng families to make this happen.

Children’s Centres must be the true hubs of their 
communi�es. We need more health visitors ac�ng as 
childcare and paren�ng outreach workers to ensure 
that local families are aware of the services available.

Resources should be targeted at those in rural 
communi�es, in poverty, or who do not speak English 
and those who require specialised support such as 
families where a parent or child has a disability.

Ge�ng young people posi�vely involved

Cambridgeshire  is one of the lowest spending 
Councils in England on youth work and ac�vi�es. 
Having places in the community for young people to 
play sport, meet and chat helps to keep them happy, 
mo�vated and feeling part of the community rather 
than alienated from it.

Liberal Democrats would draw up Youth Community 
Plans for more youth ac�vi�es, par�cularly in poorly 
served areas of Fenland and parts of Cambridge City. 
Seeking the opinions of young people themselves 
would be an essen�al part of our approach.

We would give young people more say over how 
the extra money should be spent through local 
youth councils and the Youth Parliament. This would 
promote regular sport, drama or arts-based and 
voca�onal ac�vi�es that bring skills, experience and 
construc�ve ac�vity.

We believe that Parish and Town Councils should seek 
to involve young people more and should give them 
the chance to give something back to the community. 

Young people should be challenged, supported and 
involved.

If things go wrong

More young people are being dragged into the 
criminal jus�ce system for minor offences - ge�ng a 
criminal record. We need to prevent young people 
from ge�ng involved in crime in the first place.

Of those who do go to prison, 75%  re-offend when 
released. Too o�en they are released from custody 
with no support or accommoda�on – no wonder they 
dri� back into criminal or an�-social behaviour. 

To break this vicious cycle of re-offending, we would 
set up a Young Person’s rese�lement partnership 
with District Councils. Every young person released 
from custody would be provided with a rehabilitaton 
package to meet his or her needs, including 
suitable accommoda�on and educa�on or training 
opportuni�es. 

Cllr. Peter Downes with Lib Dem Shadow 
Education Spokes, David Laws 



PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

We take climate change extremely seriously, 
and would match words with ac�on. 
In respect of the County Council’s own 
opera�ons, and in respect of the County as 
a whole, we would:

 measure annually greenhouse gas 
emissions, including CO2 emissions.

 set targets for the annual reduc�on of 
these emissions.

 develop a detailed plan which shows 
how these reduc�ons will be achieved, in 
terms of geography and sector. This plan 
would concentrate upon those reduc�ons 
which are most economic to achieve. 

 monitor the annual reduc�ons against 
the annual targets.

A serious approach to climate change, 
exemplified by many forward-looking 
businesses, requires a carbon accoun�ng 
process which is taken as seriously as the 
financial accoun�ng process. This we would 
do.

We would also robustly evaluate all 

IMPROVING TRANSPORT 

As Liberal Democrats we believe that transport 
strategy should be guided by three equally 
important objec�ves: economic, environmental, 
and social.  

The current transport strategy in Cambridgeshire 
is mainly driven by economic considera�ons, and 
does not give sufficient weight to environmental 
and social factors.

To improve the environment, we would take prac�cal steps to restrain C02 emissions 
arising from transport in the County. These include:

 Greater emphasis on rail. We would re-instate the post of Rail Development 
Officer, abolished by the current Conserva�ve administra�on. We would press for 
investment in, and improvements to, rail services including rail freight. We argued 
that part of the investment of more than £1.2 billion  being made in widening the 
A14 should have been re-allocated to rail investment. 

 Incen�ves for low emission vehicles. Incen�ves for the use of smaller and low 
emission vehicles could be achieved by differen�al car parking charges (as is already 
being done by Cambridge City Council) and by differen�al charges for the use of the 
Guided Busway. Differen�al charges could also be applied to a Cambridge conges�on 
charge, as in London, if such a charge is introduced. 

 More stringent air quality measures. More stringent condi�ons would be applied 
to operators of buses which pass through city and town centres, to ensure that their 
vehicles conform to the highest current pollu�on standards. 

Our transport strategy  would also place greater weight on social considera�ons:

 More public transport, less car use. Although extremely convenient for those 
that have them, cars are not available to many groups, including the low paid, the 
young, and the elderly. We would adopt a more 
imagina�ve approach to rural bus services, 
including the crea�on of efficient interchanges 
in the larger villages. We would also expand 
community transport services, such as Dial-a-
Ride, which make a par�cular social contribu�on 
to disadvantaged groups.

 Reducing the impact of traffic on 
communi�es. Speed limits in residen�al areas 
should be reduced (many from 40 mph to 30 mph) 
AND enforced. We would also implement a Lorry Management Plan to reduce the 
impact of heavy commercial vehicles on communi�es.

 Local money for improvements to streets and pavements. We would give local 
communi�es a bigger say by devolving, for example to Parish and Town Councils, 
decisions on improvements to local streets and pavements.

En
vi

ro
nm
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Transport

major new projects to see how they will 
reduce  carbon emissions. These include 
transport projects (the A14 improvement), 
building projects (Building Schools for the 
Future), and other projects such as the 
waste management and street ligh�ng 
Private Finance Ini�a�ves. In the past such 
programmes have been evaluated solely on 
financial and economic grounds. This is not 
good enough. They need to be evaluated also 
for the carbon effects. 

Cambridgeshire has established itself as 
the leading County in the UK in household 
recycling ra�os. That is good, but it is not 
good enough. Household recycling is a 
very small part of an overall environmental 
strategy. It would be our aim to make 
Cambridgeshire the most environmentally 
responsible County in the UK. 
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Flood prevention is important. But we must 
do more to stop Climate Change.

Fen services leave a lot to be desired!


BUCKDEN TIP: WE TOLD YOU SO!
Figures obtained by the Liberal Democrats have 
revealed a massive decline in the recycling of 
household waste since the closure of the Buckden 
�p at the end of October 2008. From April to 
October last year Buckden took in 546 tonnes 
per month, with Alconbury on 299, Blun�sham 
on 759 and St. Neots on 552, giving a monthly 
average of 2,157 tones.

Since the hotly-disputed closure of the Buckden 
site, the average monthly intake to all the 
Hun�ngdonshire sites combined has dropped 
to 1,230 tones, a drop of 43%. The total of 
recyclable materials (as dis�nct from what goes 
to landfill) has dropped by 49%.
Peter Downes, Lib Dem Councillor for Brampton 
and Kimbolton, said: ‘This is an astonishing drop 
in recycling. Obviously the winter weather and 
the recession will have played a part but even so, 
this is a serious setback to the County’s aim of 
increasing and improving recycling’

Mike Shellens, District Councillor for Hun�ngdon 

East, and Peter Downes are trying to persuade 
the owners of the Buckden site to re-open at 
the weekends on a paying basis. ‘People are 
s�ll furious at the closure of the Buckden site. 
Our pe��on with nearly 5,000 signatures was 
dismissed with scarcely a comment. Many 
residents in Hun�ngdon, Godmanchester, 
Brampton and Buckden have told us that they 
would be prepared to pay a small fee to use 
the convenient Buckden site.’

Cllr. Julia Hayward has pushed for the 
installation of more bus shelters in St Neots.



Please com
plete the (optional) details below

:

N
am

e

A
ddress

C
an you help your local candidate?

Yes, I can... P
ut up a poster at election tim

e  
D

eliver som
e leaflets  

H
elp w

ith som
e clerical w

ork from
 hom

e  

A
b

o
ut Y

o
u

  C
am

bs Lib D
em

s
 FR

E
E

P
O

S
T A

N
G

 30067
 B

ram
pton

 H
untingdon

 P
E

28 4B
R

R
ET

U
R

N
 Y

O
U

R
 

SLIP
S TO

:

The Lib D
em

s and their elected representatives m
ay use the inform

ation 
you provide to contact you about issues you m

ay find of interest. 
You can opt out of som

e or all contacts at any tim
e by contacting us.

Fo
r a Fairer, G

reener C
am

b
rid

geshire
I w

o
uld

 lik
e to

 b
eco

m
e a m

em
b

er

 P
lease C

o
m

p
lete

 

M
y annual 

subscrip�on w
ill be:

£50

£30

£20

£10
There is no fixed 

m
em

bership 
subscrip�on. 
The norm

al 
recom

m
ended 

subscrip�on is £50, 
and the m

inim
um

 
is £10. 

Please be as 
generous as you 

can!
PA

R
TY U

S
E

B
R

A
N

C
H

LP N
o:



B
y cheq

ue
I enclose a cheque / P.O

. m
ade payable to the 

‘Liberal D
em

ocrats’



B
y card

Please debit m
y Credit Card / Sw

itch (M
aestro) card.

Please return this form
 to: Freepost AN

G
30067, Bram

pton, PE28 4BR

Start date:
Expiry date:

Issue N
o. (Sw

itch /
                   M

aestro) 
Card
security code*

S
ignature: 

 
 

 
D

ate:
*The card security code is the last 3 
digits of the num

ber found on the 
signature strip on the back of the card. 

M
r/M

rs/M
iss/M

s
A

ddress
Postcode

Tel (including STD
 code)

D
ate of birth

A
re you a full/part-�m

e student  YES/N
O

If ‘YES’, at w
hich College or U

niversity?
Em

ail

C
am

p
aigning fo

r 
C

am
b

rid
geshire

w
w

w
.libdem

future.com
W

e are w
orking hard across the county. In Cam

bridge, w
e run a successful City 

Council. In both South Cam
bridgeshire and East Cam

bridgeshire w
e are the m

ain 
opposi�on to the Conserva�ves as w

e are in H
un�ngdonshire w

here w
e also control 

St N
eots Tow

n Council.

Cam
paigning for residents and for you, w

e are also looking for help and for m
em

bers 
to join our team

. W
hether it’s pu�

ng up a poster or standing for Parliam
ent w

e 
really do appreciate it!

O
ur C

ounty C
ouncil group w

elcom
ed Fiona  W

helan to 
Shire H

all after her spectacular victory in the N
ovem

ber 
H

ardw
ick by election.


